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Kenneth J. Luurs, MBA, CAE is the
newly named Executive Director for the
American Society for Bone and Marrow
Transplantation. Ken has a 30 year
background in non-proﬁt/professional
association management including po-
sitions as Senior Director of Member
Services for the American Academy of
Dermatology and Vice President of
Member Services for the American So-
ciety for Clinical Pathology as well as
Associate Director of Membership for
the American Bar Association and Ex-
ecutive Director for the National Asso-
ciation of Bond Lawyers. During his
career Ken was also involved in work
with a National Cancer Institute com-
munication program, research for the
Quaker Oats Corporation and technol-
ogy forecasting and market research for
the Bell & Howell Corporation.
Ken has been a frequent speaker on
issues related to professional associa-
tions and is a Past Chair of the Associa-
tion Forum, an industry group that
serves the association community.
A graduate of the University of Illi-
nois (Chicago), Ken also earned an MBA
from DePaul University and has taken
advanced coursework in statistics,
planning and strategic management
from the University of Chicago.
Gabrielle’s Angels to fund 3 New
Investigator Awards
Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation for
Cancer Research will support awards inhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbmt.2014.09.008
1083-8791the amount of $60,000 each to 3 new
investigators over the course of 2015-
2016. The mission of Gabrielle’s Angel
Foundation for Cancer Research is to
encourage the development of more
effective therapies for patients with
leukemia, lymphoma, and related can-
cers. The Foundation funds innovative
clinical or basic science research that
will lead to novel therapeutic ap-
proaches that could replace, or be used
in combination with existing effective
therapies. Such therapeutic approaches
could include alternative or comple-
mentary medicine.
BBMT Editorial Awards
Submit an abstract to Biology of Blood
and Marrow Transplantation today - you
could win one of three Editorial Awards
presented annually at the BMT Tandem
Meetings. These awards are conferred
by the Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Robert Korn-
gold of the Hackensack University
Medical Center. The George Santos
Award, annually given for the best
clinical science article by a new inves-
tigator includes a $5,000 prize and is
supported by an educational grant from
StemSoft Software Inc. The Ernest
McCulloch and James Till Award,
annually given for the best basic science
article by a new investigator also in-
cludes a $5,000 prize. It is supported by
an educational grant from StemCell
Technologies Inc. The newest award, the
Karl Blume Award, is given for a
distinguished clinical science article by
a new investigator.3RD Annual BMT Winter Workshop
On the eve of the ASH Annual
Meeting, leaders in Bone Marrow
Transplantation (BMT) from all over the
world will review their latest and most
exciting new ﬁndings in a dynamic
workshop.
The “BMT Winter Workshop” was
created by co-chairs Dr. Marcel van den
Brink, Head of the Division of the
Hematologic Oncology at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and Dr.
Edmund K. Waller, Director of Emory
University’s BoneMarrow and Stem Cell
Transplant Center. Since its inception in
2012, the annual workshop has pro-
vided a catalytic forum that has helped
facilitate the application of new tech-
nologies to old and new BMT chal-
lenges. The program features fast-paced
talks by 18 experts, including out-
standing luminaries in the BMT ﬁeld,
addressing recent unpublished data on
high-impact clinical and pre-clinical
studies.
The 3rd Annual BMT Winter Work-
shop will be hosted jointly by UCSF and
Stanford under the direction of Drs.
Lloyd Damon and David Miklos, re-
spectively. This workshop offers an op-
portunity to learn more about the
current status of research related to
HSCT, to share your research, and to
discuss opportunities to work together.
Building on the tradition of connecting
innovative researchers, this year’s cut-
ting edge workshop will continue to
accelerate translational research in the
BMT ﬁeld.
